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RABIES(Human)
. IDENTIFICATION

A. CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Anamostinvariably fatal acuteencephal omyditiscaused by the
rabiesvirus.

B. REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinical diagnosisinitially: |aboratory confirmationrequiredtomest
casedefinition.

C. LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
o Detectionby directfluorescent antibody of viral antigensinaclinical specimen
(preferably thebrainor thenervessurrounding hair folliclesinthenapeof theneck),
e OR,Isolation(incell cultureorinalaboratory animal) of rabiesvirusfromsaiva,
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) or central nervoussystemtissue, OR
o Identificationof arabies-neutrdizingantibodytiter > 5(completeneutralization)in
the serum or CSF of an unvaccinated person.

D. KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A laboratory confirmedinfectionwithrabiesvirus.

1. ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

A. KENTUCKY DISEASESURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATE HEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY
upon recognition of acaseor suspected casein atime period not greater than 24 hours. 1f
health department personnel cannot becontacted directly, notificationshall bemadeby
telephonetotheemergency tel ephonenumber of theDivisionof Epidemiology and Health
Planning: 1-888-973-7678.

B. EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03)

C. PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Ensurethat appropriateinfectioncontrol precautionsarebeingtakenat thefacility in
whichthepatientishospitalized.
e Sourceinvestigationto beconducted uponlaboratory confirmation of ahumanrabiescase.
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[II.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY
ANDHEALTHPLANNING, STATEPUBLICHEALTHVETERINARIAN: 502-564-
3418.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,DEPARTMENT OF
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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